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The Mega has won and placed in more competitions throughout the world than any other glider this year. 

The Mega holds the cross country record in Australia, South Africa, Europe and U.S.A. 

The Mega is the only certified Hang Glider manufactured in Australia. (Do you think its safe to trust only verbal evidence of a gliders 
structural integrity or pitching curve?) 

According to an impartial glider evaluation in a recent issue of "Hang Gliding" based on over 12 hrs flying time, 
"The Mega topped out consistantly over other GI iders" 
"The only other Glider above me was another Mega with a lower wing loading!" 
"It is a piece of cake to land the Mega; no nose dropping thro', no tip stall ing." 
"To launch, just point the nose into the wind, level the wings and run it off." 
"I don't have any problems learning to fly the Mega" 

According to Chris Price: . 

"The Mega consistantly out thermals all other gliders even with my2251b clip in weight." 

According to George Worthington: 

"The Megas better speed range and penetration allowed me to safely fly further back behind the spine (in Cerro Gordo) and take 
advantage of clouds 2 miles downwind, this made an extremely significant difference in achieving my record." 

MOYES MEGA. 

Easy to fly, top of the stack, certified safe and strong, 5 min set up, a list of competition successes as long as verushka's legs, backed 
by 14 years experience. 

WHAT MORE DO YOU WANT FROM A GLIDER? 
FLY MEGA AND STEP OFF INTO A NEW DIMENSION. 

PHONE THE MOYES FACTORY 

02·387·5114. 
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P.O. Box 121 
Sutherland, N.S.W. 2232 
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HOW To Fly Out Of Eungella Valley 
In 4 Easy Lessons 

b y E. Keneagle 

Ever since visiting Eungella, 70 km west of 
Mackay, in November 1979 and hearing of a 
fellow flying out of the valley, I have wanted 
to repeat the feat. Last year the task seemed 
impossible in the prevailing headwind blowing up 
the valley dur ing spring. 

The valley is part of the Pioneer Valley ~out 
3 to 5 km across and about 20 km long with the 
surrounding range about 1500 to 2200 feet above 
the valley floor which is a multitude of thermal 
producing cane paddocks. The town of Finch Hatton 
is about 15 km from take-off. This year we 
arrive d in October and the weather was as 
consistently good as last year. The cane 
harvesting season was still in full operation 
with many bare paddocks and even burnt out forest 
to help produce some good thermals over the ten 
days we flew. Late mornings we re generally t h e 
b e st time to thermal. When it was really unstable 
Cum' s were popping within an hour of sunrise but 
cloud base was a bit low at hill top level. In 
the afternoon, the sea breeze generally c ame in 
about 3.00 p.m. killing most of the thermal 
activity and strengthening the headwind, destroy
ing the chance of flying out of the valley. 

The valley faces East and tends to form its own 
wind pattern ind~pendent of the prevailing wind. 
whilst we were there the isobaric winds varied 
between N. E . and S.E. but the wind was always 
turned by the valley so that it came up the 
slopes on each side of the valley being approx
imately E.-N.E. on the southern slopes and 
E.-S.E. on the Northern slopes. The Northern side 
of the valley is not very continuous consisting 
of several large side valleys full of rain 
forest. The Southern side is better with the gaps 
or re-entrants not so large and landing areas 
closer to all parts of the ridge. However the gaps 
still produce sink as the wind tends to flow down
wards over the backs of the spurs which protrude 
into the main valley. There are three main gaps to 
cross on the South ridge then the valley spur 
leaves the main tableland ridge from its peak 
height of about 2200 feet and descends to about 
1200 feet above the valley floor and then rises 
to about 2000 feet at the Pinacle or entrance to 
the valley. 

Lesson 1 
Gaining some height on the ridge south of take-off, 
I flew around the back of the first large re
entrant and around to the front of the next spur. 
This seemed easy (later I was to find it was luck) 
so I proceeded to fly around the back of the next 
re-entrant starting about 100 feet above the ridge 
line. I got half way around then into sink. Still 
hoping to fly around the spur below ridge height, 
I kept going however the sink got worse and I was 
forced to fly to a landing area. 
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The old t a keoff a t Pease ' s Loo k out. 

There is regular lift on the side of the spurs 
facing E.-N.E. into the valley wind and regular 
sink on the back sides of the spurs. The 
adiabatic (ridge) or thermal lift on the front 
side of the spurs is generally consistent 
enough to maintain height till a decent thermal 
comes through to gain enough height to cross the 
gaps. So stay on the windward side to recover 
height. 

Lesson 2 
On the next attempt I did not find it easy to 
cross the first gap as the sink was so great 
that I dropped below the top before getting 
to the spur so I flew back to the starting 
ridge and gained the predictable lift to set 
above the top again. After gaining the necessary 
height I decided to fly across the gap rather 
than around the back of it but I hit the sink 
again so I headed back into the valley towards 
the back of the spur I wanted to set around. This 
time the palm trees were raging in lift and I was 
able to clear the trees on the spur by a comfort
able margin and then proceeded to fly around the 
next gap but rounded the next spur below the 
top. I was unable to set back up in a scratchy 
thermal in the next gap and was forced to land -
4 km from Finch Hatton. 

Thermals do go up the back sides of the spur (lee 
-side thermals), not consistently, but in cycles 
so that if you are persistent and try a couple 
of times you should catch an up cycle. The air is 
fairly trashy you just push out when going up and 
pull in when going down. 



The new ramp a t t he 'Cha let' 

Lesson 3 
After applying Lessons I and 2, I got to the high 
point of the ridge where the Pinacle spur leaves 
the tableland. The landing areas on the south 
side of the spur are zero and on the north side 
are a long way away so it was no spot to hang 
around when loosing height. However I got to 
this point in a down cycle and was just level 
with the top. I kept on flying straight. As the 
spur dropped away quite quickly, I was soon 
flying down the spur line about 200 feet above 
it. Not knowing the exact wind direction, I flew 
down the centre line of the spur hoping to catch 
lift from either side of the spur. The vario 
soon showed sink, the spur flattened out and I 
was forced to the north side of the spur. Another 
radiating spur was looming up, I decided to go 
for it hoping to catch some lift on the upwind 
side. I just cleared the spur with branches 
scraping the control bar. What a relief, but the 
sink was still there, I thought I was in the 
trees as I weaved around a higher tree then a 
little bit of lift got me out of trouble but the 
slope was too shallow to work, especially after 
the scare and with landing still a fair slide 
away, so I headed for a landing - 2 km from Finch 
Hatton. 

About 500 feet above the highest point on the 
tableland range should be sufficient to clear the 
top of the next spur radiating from the main 
Pinacle spur and slide into Finch Hatton. Once 
below the top and flying in sink it is probably 
best to turn back to an area that should b e in 
lift because by the time you set around the spur 
causing sink you will be lower down and unlikely 
to catch a thermal before you are for ced to land. 

5 

Lesson 4 
Gaini ng con fidence and (' . . leri ence .L wel l as luck, 
I got to the highest pe l on the . .inge and 
struck a thermal to gai l. a..·lOther )0 feet , now I 
had enough height to s '· Ie over t he top of the 
next radiating spur anu to the edge of Finch 
Hatton so I set off down the centre line of the 
spur following the plan to catch l i ft from 
either side of the spur . Well the lift could not 
have been better , I climbed about 1000 feet just 
flying straight along the spur for two or three 
ki l ometres at mini mum sink . The wi nd was S . E. 
that day so I th i nk there was conversence of the 
prevai l ing wind coming up the south s i de o f the 
spur a n d the valley wind comi n g up the north 
s ide. Some c l o ud s t a r ted to f o rm over me a l so . 
Fl y ing a t minimum s i nk, i t took ages to be sure 
I could get p as t Finch Hatton . The n a s I drew 
l e vel with the c an re fi ner y chimney , I s aw the 
Pinacle approaching a n d k new without much 
t rouble I would c lear it. I fl e w s traight over 
the top and o ut of the valley - 5 km past 
Finch Hatton . 

I thought convergence happe ned so infrequently 
that you only redU about in text books to be 
able to answer some of the seemingly useless 
questions for hang ratings. Having experienced 
it, eve n though it was a bit rough, I will be 
looking for it more often in future. The 
conversence should not be really necessary to 
set out of the valley, but it certainly makes it 
easier. Use the rule of setting as high as 
p ossible where you can before crossing the gap. 
Don't continue advanc ing in sink if you are 
getting too low that you cannot afford to gamble 
on a 360 degree turn in a possible thermal and 
still make it to a landing if you bomb out. Turn 
back and start looking for lift if you get more 
than 100 feet below the top of the ridge or move 
out closer to a landing area to give you some 
breathing space for the last ditch thermal to get 
back up. It may take a few attempts to learn 
where the lift is and to gain sufficient height 
without drifting back too much. As con fidence 
and knowledge increases fly i.ng out of the valley 
at Eungella will become a common occurrence in 
headwinds less than 15 k.p. h . 

The s pur from the t able l ands to ':he • Pi nna c Ie ' 



1981 RENEWALS 
Renewals this year will be very easy. All you have to do is to put 
your SkySailor wrapper and your cheque (or money order but NOT cash) 
into an envelope and send it direct to TAHGA. Early renewal will 
ensure that you continue to receive your insurance and SkySai~or. 

PLEASE CHECK THE INFORMATION ON THE WRAPPER AND SEND THE CORRECT FEE!! 

A TYPICAL WRAPPER IS ILLUSTRATED BELOW. 

YOUR TAHGA NUMBER FRONT 

Male members have a ----_______ 
5 digit number, 
Female members have a 13933 

D 
3 

5 digit number with D WHITE, 

an "F" after it. 50 PIPER STREET, 
~ LILYFIELD, 2040, 

~ YOUR NUMBER CORRECT? / NEW SOUTH WALES. 

YOUR NAME & ADDRESS / 

Are they correct? 
(including postcode) 

TAHGA' S ADDRESS 

Send your money and 
wrapper to this address 

FEES 

BACK 

SKY SAILOR 
The Official Publication of 
The Australian Hang Gliding Association 
Registered for Postage as Category B. 

IF UNDELIVERED RETURN TO: 
Box 4 Holme Bldg. , Sydney Uni.,N . S.W.,2006. 

Most members belong to the Association of the state in which 
they reside. If you are not sure which State Association you 
belong to, check your TAHGA number: the first digit indicates 
your State Association. 

State 

N.S.W. 1 
A.C.T. 2 
victoria 3 
Queensland 4 
S.A. 5 
W.A. 6 
Tasmania 7 

Total Fee 

$22.00 
$25.50 
$25.00 
$30 .00 
$34.00 
$23.00 
$23.00 

YOUR RATING 

If this is blank, we 
don ' t know what your 
rating is: how about 
putting it in? 

IS YOUR RATING CORRECT? 

The "total fee is composed of a TAHGA fee ($8.00), an insurance levy ($10.00) and a State 
fee . The State fees vary because some Associations have more members than others and some 
States do more for their members than others. 

THIS YEAR, SEND YOUR WRAPPER AND YOUR TOTAL FEE DIRECT TO TAHGA. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN HANG GLIDING Ass nCIATION 
Box 4 Holme Buiding, Sydney University, 2006. 

NOVEMBER REPORT TO THE MEMBERS 

RENEWALS 

Congratulations to Bill Thorneywork of South 
Australia and to Australia Post. Together they 
set a record for sp'eedy renewals. The last issue 
of SkySailor was mailed on a Monday and we got 
Bill's renewal on Wednesday! Two exceptional 
happenings--a conscientious TAHGA member and some 
really fast mail delivery. Do you know someone at 
OZ Post, Bill? 

If you were one of the many pilots who ripped 
up the wrapper on their SkySailor in their eager 
anticipation of the delights inside, and if you are 
now using that as your excuse for not sending in 
your renewal, you have a second chance this month . 
So far only 53 pilots have sent in their renewals . 
Send yours in today--see if you can beat the record ! 
Don't risk missing out on any of the competitions 
early in the New Year because you haven't got your 
1981 sticker. 

AIRWORTHINESS OF HANG GLIDERS 

At present there are no official Australian 
manufacturer's standards for hang gliders . It has 
been le ft to the association to set such standards 
by the Department of Transport. 

While we would all agree that this is an 
important topic, we have been lucky here in Australia 
in that glider design or manufacture has been 
implicated in very few of our accidents compared to 
figures from overseas. Many other countries have 
reacted to their accidents by bringing in strict 
glider certificati on standards and have banned 
uncertified gliders from competitions (but not from 
being sold). 

At the last Federal Convention, the state 
coordinators and TAHGA executive passed a resolu
tion on this matter which comes into ef fec t with 
this issue of the magazine. As I mentioned in my 
report last month, all ads by manufacturers must 
state whether the glider being advertized meets the 
U.S.H.G. Manu facturer ' s Association certification 
standards. TAHGA is not forc in g certi fication 
by any standards at present . We recommend that 
all local manufacturers make their gl iders comply 
with the U.S .H. G.M . A. standards, b ut we do not 
require it, either for comps or for sale. 

The present situation is an attempt to give 
the manufacturers help and encouragement to test 
their gliders and to meet the U.S. standards. It 
also gives the consumers of hang g liders more 
information to help them make their decision. 

The difficulties of setting our own standards 
and of providing all the machinery for testinq and 
certifying gliders is pretty impossible for TAHGA 
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right now. However, do you members feel strongly 
that TAHGA should be doing more in this area? 
Let us know so that the present policy can be 
reviewed at the next convention . 

PILOT HANDBOOK 

A committee is working on some changes and 
updates to the pilot handbook. These will be 
d i stributed early next year to all renewed members. 
P l ease help us out by letting us know what sections 
you would like to see expanded and what improve
ments you feel are necessary. 

ACCIDENTS 

A report of the latest fatal accident 
will appear in the December issue of 
Skysailor. TAHGA has very few detai l s as yet 
so I can 't comment on it . This is the fourth 
fatal accident in 2 years , unfortunately, and each 
one is a tragic waste. 

Remember that records here and overseas show 
that p ilot judgement erro r is the number one cause 
of accidents. Now that the summer flying season 
is on , please take extra care . 

If you have had a long break from f l ying over 
the winter, or if you have just traded up to a 
new "hot " glider--take it easy for a while. Try 
going to an intermediate si t e to get the feel of 
things . 

Like the bumper sticker says "Li ving is 
Soaring". Make sure you live t o soar again 
tomorrow. 

Hang, in there, 

Marsha M. Leeman 
TAHGA and HGFA Secretary 

SkySailor back Issues 
TAHGA has heaps of back issues so if you 
don ' t have a comole te collect i on and need 
some , whv not get the issues that you n~ed ! 

The cost is only 50 ¢ per issue , includinq 
postaqe. At th at pr i ce you can afford to 
buy several . .. that should impress somebody. 

Send your money and order t o 
TAHGA , 
Box 4 HOlme Bui l d ing , 

SYDNEY UNIVERSI,!:~ , 2006. 



The Beginner's Glossary 
Compiled by Rod Bird . 
Reprinted from Wings , offi cial magazine 
of the British Hang Gliding Association . of Hang.Gliding Terms 
A is for A-FRAME. This metal bit can usually be 
found beneath the sail, and is so called because 
every structure on a hang-glider can , with a 
little imagination, be made to look like A ... 
except this one. A-frames are triangular tubes 
which are used to mount instruments on. Often an 
A-frame will have one or mor slight bends in it; 
far from suggesting any incompetence , these bends 
are the traditional way in which a young, inexper
ienced flyer can express his admiration of the 
skills of another, more able pilot. vlhen you first 
visit a hang gliding site , have a look at the 
kites on top, then be sure to put good sharp 
bends in at least three A- frames. In this way you 
will quickly make friends with the local pilots. 

B is for BAG - an essential piece of equipment, 
with two common variants: bright rubbery ones 
which don't let water in (or out, if you get 
them full), and dull black nylon ones which don ' t 
do anything apart from h i de what ' s inside. This 
is pretty important to the average weekend flyer 
who , with his Grasshopper securely secreted in 
its bag , can cas ua l ly let slip the most awful 
whoppers about how he's been tweakin ' up his 
Cyclone , etc. If you ' re goi ng to use this tactic , 
do so with considerable caution , as occasions can 
arise where it i s sociall y unacceptable to keep 
the bag zipped up for good. Readers are urged to 
keep at least some sort of kite in the bag - at 
l east then you can claim you brought the wrong one 
by mistake. Whereas twenty feet of beanpoles and 
crumpl ed newspaper is a lot harder to explain 
away . 

Cl ouds are whi tish things in the sky. There is 
only one sort of cloud (cal led CLOUD) as all 
normal weekend flyers know , but just occas i onally 
you may come across someone - usua l ly a league 
pilo t or F l at Earth campai gner , gazing upwards 
and jabbering words like stratus/nimbus/cumul us , 
etc . He ' s probabl y smoking something a bit on the 
strong side , so leave him to it , b u t if he 
attempts to engage you in further di scussion , the 
best p l an is to i nvent a f i ctitious cloud type 
and say you expect it to start forming any 
second . The easiest method i s to perm anyone of 

8 

cumulo-, nimbo-, alto-, and cirro-, and attach it 
to anyone of -stratus, - nimbus and -cumulus. 
Avoid obvious no-nos l i ke cumulo-cumulus and 
nimbo-nimLus, but by all means toss in 
'lenticular', if you can remember it . As with all 
tactics of this type, don ' -t go way over the top 
or you could end up explaining to a real fanatic 
what an undecylenic potassium ferro- cumulus looks 
like . 

The wind Direction is important to hang 
gliding people. Unfortunately, unless you ' ve 
got a weathercock on your roof there ' s no easy 
way of finding out what the true d i rection is . 
Readers who are new to the game , and green 
enough to think that phoning the Met Of fice wil l 
do this , have clearl y not had i t explai ned to 
them that all weather forecasters these days use 
the Bri tish Universal Meteorological (BUM) 
compass . 

, 
NORTH 

EAST 

This is what flyers mean when they tal k about 
"getting a bum direction from the Met. " 

E is for Empty which is ",hat you feel when you've 
just done a triple 360 with win gove r and combination 
whip stalls and then discovered that the nut has 
fallen off your C of G bolt . 



Farmers. Now the popular image of a farmer is 
that of a large, friendly man, with a ruddy 
complexion, cowshit on his wellies, surrounded 
by dogs and leaning on a pitchfork. This is 
wrong - if you see someone like this he's 
probably an accountant or marketing director on a 
fortnight's Jngoing Rural Situation Involvement 
course. Farmers are, in fact, small, wan 
impatient little men who only alight from their 
Range Rovers to fill in EEC claim forms. 

When dealing with farmers, such as when nego
tiating a new site, or reporting a minor mishap 
like the death of a Charolais bull, it's as well 
to remember a few basic rules: 
(i) At all times avoid his eye - instead you can 
flash blatantly suggestive smiles over his 
shoulder at his buxom daughter (they all have 
them and of course no girl in her right mind can 
resist the average pilot. You didn't realise 
that? Oh.). 
(ii) Don't mention money unless, or until would 
be more accurate, he does. The following sche
dule while it does not set out to be definitive, 
will give the reader a guide to values at the 
time of publication: 

Flying site 
Item of livestock/junior farrnworker 
Daughter/Landrover 

depending on year and condition 

$1 
#10 

1200-15 ,000 

Golf courses. When landing after a cross-country, 
golf courses are among the worst places to land. 
Not only will you have to buy a round in the 
clubhouse, but every attempt you make at getting 
the conversation round to something interesting, 
like hang gliding, will be foiled by middle-aged 
old bores who think you're going to be thrilled 
to hear how they and old Mashee MCLaughton both 
birdied the 18th in 1926, and stuff like that. 

For this reason, most serious hang glider pilots 
carry with them an Ordnance Survey map of the 
Cherbourg Peninsula. With a stage Gallic accent 
and a packet of Gitanes, its a doddle to make 
them think you've just flown the Channel, and in 
no time they're standing you pint5 of Pernod and 

you to cheese-and-onion. 

f 
I 
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Harness, (n), a device that causes discomfort to 
the genitals. Harnesses are measured in octaves, 
i.e. a 2-octave harness causes a fourfold 
increase in your normal speaking pitch. Beware 
makers' advertisements; harness manufacturers are 
excluded by statute from the Trading Standards 
Act. Claims such as "Brian Milkman has flown 50 
miles in the Orgiastic Comfort of a Prono Relax
ette Harness" would more accurately read "Rod 
Bird's chances of raising a Large Family have 
been cruelly reduced by a 10-second swing in This 
Bastard". 

Instruments are a bit like badges, except that 
you stick them on your kite instead of your 
flying suit. Prices range from about 10 for one 
that just sits there looking good, up to around 

150 for one that goes click-cli.ck or beep-beep
beep-woo. 

Try and avoid instruments with dials that can 
be understood by the general public. At the 
bottom end of the market you find really cheap 
units with simple, comprehensible calibrations, 
such as ft/sec. Nobody will be impressed by this. 
It's well worth spending a few pounds more to get 
a dial marked up with something utterly indeci
pherable, say kilobars/joule, or newton-atmos/oC. 

If you can't afford instruments, a good idea 
is to take an empty baked-bean can, scrape the 
beans out first of course, then jam a piece of 
cardboard in the end, carefully stencil some 
meaningful-looking units on it, and spray the 
rest matt-black. Clamp the assembly to your A
frame, and practise gazing at it, whilst at the 
same time emitting a long, low whistle through 
the teeth. This makes other flyers think that you 
have a quantitative assessment of some climatic 
oddity which should be obvious to them, but isn't. 
A useful flourish here is to pluck a screwdriver 
from your pocket, insert it in a small hole in 
the baked bean tin and waggle it around, looking 
at the "dial". The author has used this 
impressively on many occasion3, without being 
entirely sure why i~ w~rks. 



Kids are small, rather noisy humans who reduce 
flying time. Usually they start to appear just as 
you're beginning to rig up. "Is it a canoe?", "How 
far do you go"", "What's that thing for?", "Can my 
Mum have a go?", "Why don't you get killed?", "If 
you're looking for that plastic bit Kevin's taken 
it to show his Dad", "There was one on telly and a 
man was flying it and it has a thing on and it 
crashed and it was a blue one and it was after 
Blue Peter and 

A colleague insists that the only solution is a 
sudden and merciless act of violence on the 
nearest child. Effective, certainly, but it's 
generally worth trying diplomacy first. Reliable 
opening gambits for getting rid of children are: 
"Ask that man over there", or "Go and tell those 
men Jeannie Knight says they can't fly here", or 
"Sod off you precocious little baskets." 

If you have to hit one, choose the smallest. 
Make sure its parents aren't around, then give it 
one. (Hint: Avoid serious injuries which may 
precipitate litigation by parents. On no account 
admit liability). 

Jargon. At first the newcomer may feel a little 
uneasy about conversing with experienced pilots, 
as communication's on the hill, and in the pub 
afterwards, appear to be conducted in a peculiar 
banter which is quite unlike anything he's 
encountered elsewhere. This is a pity, because 
the basic principles of hang gliding jargon are 
but few, and once mastered will facilitate full 
integration into the hang gliding community: 

(1) Hang gliding jargon is sacred. Never ask what 
a bit of jargon means, and never, never admit to 
not understanding it. 
(2) It's still sacred when you've found out what 
it means. In other words, don't explain jargon to 
anyone. This would be throwing away a hard-earned 
psychological advantage. 
(3) Just because you don't understand it doesn't 

mean you can't use it. Initially you might feel 
something of a cad reeling off crisp one-liners 
like "there I was coring into a slight inversion" 
or "I eased her from min sink to LID", without 
having a clue what you're going on about, but 
take comfort in fact that everyone else is doing 
the same as you. So low, to be honest, is the 
overall level of understanding, that bits of 
jargon have acquired different meanings in 
different parts of the country. The phrase 
"going for it", for example, in the South of 
England implies embarking on a cross-country, 
while in parts of the Midlands and Wales it means 
emptying the bladder before take-off. 
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(4) By all means invent new jargon, but try to 
make it sound as if it's been around for years. 
Let's say, for example, you're socialising on the 
hill when some squire comes biffing past on a 
Cherokee. If you're in the mood for a little 
j argoneering, clever.-dick remarks about Inj uns or 
the-lifts-a-bit-apache-I-see (patchy - get it? 
Rather good, actually) will be ignored, whereas an 
offhand description of conditions as "orangey" 
sounds so unlikely it's a cert to impress your 
colleagues, and rapidly enters the hang gliding 
vocabulary. This is, in fact, how "peachy" was 
invented. The bloke was eating a peach when the 
creative urge took him. 

Landings can be split into two distinct cate
gories - those that go according to plan, and 
those that don't. The first sort are probably 
more common, are more fun to do, but not nearly 
as much fun to watch. The second type has a huge 
number of variants, the most popular being The 
Plough (downwind), The Topiarist, and The Triple 
Salchow (in which one wingtip lands first). Less 
often seen, but equally good to watch, are the 
High-Ho Silver (on to horeseback), and The Electra 
(national grid). Always be on the lookout for real 
collector's items. For instance, few people have 
witnessed the spectacular "Big Sploosh", requiring 
as it does, the presence of an open cesspit, but 
to the true connoisseur such an event makes hours 
of patient observation worthwhile. 

THERMAL SAFARI 

For the next 5 months, Ron Foss and myself will 
be travelling through N.S.W. looking to fly good 
thermal sites and people to fly them with. We 
will be travelling to the country centres where 
we have heard is good cross-country potential and 
we will also be giving ratings to any pilots 
interested in upgrading a rating. We would like 
to hear from anyone who knows good places to fly 
or who needs ratings in the country centres. 
Please write to -

Paul Van Hof 
56 Thirroul Road 
Kanahooka N.S.W. 2530. 



Graham Pukallus 
Public Relations Officer 
Q.H.G.A. 

Minutes of the 2nd Q.H.G.A. General Meeting held 
at Eungella are as follows. Meeting commenced at 
9.00 a.m. on 11 October 1980. 

1. This year's fees were discussed and set at 
$30.00 total. Q.H.G.A. Executive expressed 
importance of the punctual payment of the 
T.A.H.G.A. fees to ensure that there will be 
no delay in returning rating cards, stickers 
and skysailors. 

2. Competitions: Both regional and state comps 
were discussed and are to be organised in 1981 
with the dates and whereabouts to be announced 
in the appropriate Skysailor. 

3. The Treasurer's report was presented by Bruce 
Cowper. The report is included in a separate 
leaflet. 

4. The Safety Director's report was presented by 
Stan Ray. It included discussion of instruct
or's aualifications and ratings. 

5. Accident reports were discussed and there was 
considerable emphasis on the importance of 
submitting such reports and the overall 
benefit they have to other flyers. 

6. Public liability insurance and membership for 
students under the new short-term membership 
scheme was discussed. The regional directors 
are to be reminded of the new scheme and its 
impo rtanc e . 

7. All regional directors were present, along 
with 30 flyers attending the meeting. The 
meeting closed at 10.30 a.m. We wish to thank 
Graeme Etherton, Ian Cameron, Ross Draper 
and the many other fliers that made our stay 
at Eungella a very enjoyable experience. 
We will be looking forward to enjoying such 
great hospitality again next year. 

There was a cross country comp as well as a pylon 
and spot landing comp held over the 10th and 11th. 
The winners and place getters are as follows -
For the Cross Country - 1st place, Graeme 
Etherton; 2nd, Stan Ray; 3rd, Kev McGeniss: For 
the pylon and spot landing comp - 1st prize, Nev 
Hoger; 2nd, Kevin Field; . 3rd, Ron Draper. The 
prize for the keenest flyer was won by Greg Ray 
from the Newcastle Hang Gliding Club and the 
prize for the most spectacular flyer went to Greg 
Gunning. 

A special thanks from everyone in the comps 
to Graeme Etherton for organising the comps so 
competently. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT - 1980_ 

In line with the repor ~ t.or 1979 . I have now 
closed the books as a t 6 .10.80 ill order to 
prepare the followiny Leports:-

Reconciliation of Receipts & Banking as at 
6.10.80 

Reconciliation of Bank Account as at 6.10.80 

Statement of Income & Outgoings as at 6.10.80 

Profit & Loss Appropriation as at 6.10.80 

The following points require comment: 

Note 1 
$31.00 variation between income and expenditure 
is made up as follows -

out-of-pocket expenses 
(Publicity Officer) 10.00 

Moneys not received 21.00 

$ 31. 00 

Note 2 
$25.00 dishonoured cheque. 
Drawer - Rockhampton H. G. Club (A'ccount closed) 

Note 3 
Stocks of tee shirts are still on hand (income 
will be taken into account when these are sold). 

Note 4 
This amount is an accrual to cover reimbursement 
(of part costs) of Executive Members and Regional 
Directors attending Mackay Convention. 

Note 5 
$20.00 of this amount relates to $33.00 shown in 
receipts. The balan~e represents estimated 
incidentals of a minor nature paid out of pocket 
by the State Co-ordinator. 

Note 6 
Subscriptions have been made to an American 
Magazine which is to be held as a library 
publication by the Secretary. Members may be able 
to borrow these magazines and other information 
which is to be added at a later date. 

Note 7 
With the confusion in membership fees for this 
year, various members have made short payments. 
These members have been advised of the respective 
amounts so I trust that most of the $153.00 
outstanding will be paid. 

Membership fees for 1981 will be $30 . 00 per 
member, made up as follows: 

Insurance 
QHGA 
TAGHA 

$10.00 
$12.00 
$8.00 



PARACHUTES AUSTRALIA ·· 
68 WENTWORTH AVE., SYDNEY, 2010. 

Tel. (02) 2115555 
DoT APPROVED (No. 2235) PARACHUTE HARNESS & CANOPY MANUFACTURERS. 

'illE BACKUP PARACHUTE (P5) 

This new item features a 22' diameter canopy with 20' suspension lines. 
It is housed in a velcro closed container with throwaway deployment 
bag. Container is a wedge shape. Parachute weighs only 2.7 kg. 61b 

complete------$320.oo 

DELUX PRONE HARNESS (U3) 

Only $67.00 without stirrup or $75.00 with. Colours of red, blue, black, yellow, gold, light green, 
dark green, or orange. Now has an optional 3rd suspension point. 

_$67.00 

ALTIMETER (16) 

This thin wrist altimeter is made in Germany. Especially for 
hang gliding. It features an 8000 ft face with 100 ft increments. 

,------- $78.00 

HUMMINGBIRD VARIO (120) 

This is a light weight battery powered audio & visual instrument. 
It has a bracket for mounting to A frame is supplied with 3 
possible mounting positions. It has a battery test facility and 
comes with full instructions and carrybag. ------$189.00 

SUMMER HARNESS (U5) 

This has the same shape & suspension points as the delux prone harness. 
Its constructed of heavy duty nylon open weave mesh allowing your body 
to 'breathe' in flight. 

------ $69.00 

C & 0 H/G HELMET (F20) 

This item is manufactured especially for hanq gliders. In 4 sizes & 5 
colours of red, white, dark blue, yellow and light blue. Not all colours 
are available from stock. 

------$ 44-.00 

KITE SAG (U7) 

We can manufacture a nylon bag 'vi th full length zi pp in any of 6 colours 
to your own dimensions. We need length of bag t< diameter. 

------ $45.00 
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CROSS-WIND 

Across 

1. Mecca in N.S.W. (8,4) 
9 . See 23 down 

10. He turned around for a repeat (2) 
11. Will it hear without a head? (3) 
12. The best flyers never lose this (5) 
14. Where it is! (2) 
16. This gets better as you get higher (4) 
17. Sounds like an insect (2) 
18. Do you have to be a maniac to fly one? (4) 
19. Look hard for one of the aristocracy (4) 
21. Responsible for many a bent wing bar? (5) 
25. Reverse of 3 (2) 
26. A vertical sort of sail (4) 
28. 'All in an April Evening' nay hold 

irritation for some (4) 
29. What you'll get for landing in water (3) 
31 . Reverse of 25 (2) 
32. This lady has confused a mire (4) 
33. You don't have to get high to go on this (4) 
34. Super kite? (4) 
37. Encourage one to hatch? (3) 
39. By George! One of the early birds? (5) 
41. Hungry eaters may include this grain (3) 
42. House without doors?' (4) 
43. Agree (3) 
45. This cage contains no animals (3) 
46. The way La Perouse went? (4) 
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PUZZLE 
by Val Wallington (NSW) 

Down 

1. The original bandit? (5,6) 
2 . You shouldn't fly in it! (1-5) 
3. Opposite of 43. (2) 

4. Is this why we compete? (3) 
5. How high it is (9) 
6. Some of these are higher than others (6) 
7. Sigh of relief (4) 
8. There's no strings on ours (4) 

13. Tail-less 45, spent in India (2) 
15. How long is a sentence (4) 
17. Do we all look up to him? (4,5) 
20. Potential for doing lots? (6) 
22. Stand for misdemeanours (5) 
23. Shape that flies (3,4) 
24. Over the back? (3) 
27. Air Navigation Order - nothing less (2) 
30. His stripes don't signify a promotion (5) 
35. Mixed up core proves colourful (4) 
36. It may not be oak panelled but there's 

sleeping room inside (3) 
38. Die away, like the tide (3) 
40. In a sense this differs from 11. (3) 
44. Short road? (2) 



Australian Cross Country League 

Competit ion 

The rest of the Hang gliding world has had consis
tently spectacular distance and height gain 
flights over the last 4 years yet there has been 
almost no thermaling done in Australia - and yet 
two of our pilots Peter Brown 81 miles on east 
coast of America and Steve Moyes 116 miles in 
California proved that Australian pi l ots can out 
do the best therrnaling pilots in the world . Yet 
why ain't there bigger distances flown in Aust
ralia - after spending 18 months in America I'm 
convinced Australia has all the ingredients needed 
for long distance flights - good weather, lots of 
sunshine, lots of good potential inland sites and 
our pilots have always been able to hold their own 
every year overseas - so we obviously need a 
little incentive to find out what our thermaling 
potential is . I am organising a cross-country 
league over 5 competitions, emphasi s is on simpli
city - fun and distance flying, airtime will 
replace protests and arguments (which will be 
taboo) . 

HANG 4 - A PARACHUTE - ALTOMETER - $10 entry fee 
(except Buffalo $20) are all required 

Rewards - Glory (1st National Cross-Country Champ) 
some nice trophys - money (entry fee divided up) 
lots of airtime and good distances. 

Rules - maximum duration - one take-off refusal 
allowed, one blown flight allowed if it is poss
ible to get back to launch yourself each day. 
Only one flight counts. Duration always beaten by 
distance minimum of 4 miles (radius of take-off) . 
First place each round received 50 points, 2nd 
place 49 so on down. 35% of each pilot's worst 
(or rounds not flown) will be dropped to find the 
champ) . 

DATES FOR COMPETITION 

29th-30th November - Talbingo 2 rounds 
28th Dec to 3 Jan 81 - Mt. Buffalo 7 rounds 
24,25,26th Jan 81 (long weekend) -

Canberra or Newcastle 3 rounds 
2l,22,23rd February - Talbingo or 

Pacific Palms 3 rounds 
21 , 22,23rd March - Canberra or a 

Victorian site 3 rounds 

Positive sites for the last 3 rounds wilL be ad
vised next month. 

If pilots are not interested in flying in all of 
the rounds, they are still always welcome to as 
many as they can make it to - lots of fun is 
guaranteed . -

Enquiries to - Paul Van Hoff 
56 Thirroul Rd (Wollongong) 
Kanahooka N.S . W 2530. 

P.S. Any pilot who is not completely confident 
with no-wind launches - should spend some time 
practising on a small hill so that he can do 
aggressive fast launches every time before the 
league starts - if you are not completely con
fident with launches you will not be able to 
participate in the league. 
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TArlGA'S 

MARKET PLACE 

QUEENSLAND 
Urgently wanted: 2 Cohen Super 2 's. Ring 
Graham Pukallus on 07 201 3453 

EF5 12 metre : perfect Skyl and kite , custom 
made rib case , new canvas bag, assorted spares, 
flies well with heavier pilot. G. Pukallus 
(07) 201 3453 min. rat. III $800 .00 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Antares 190 sq ft , bowsprit frame , lid better 
than new ships, thermals well, easy ground 
handling. 4 Pridmore Rd., Glen Osmond , 5064. 
(08) 793 417 min. rat. III $700.00 

VICTORIA 
Javlin I, green shades, pul l ey deflexors , new 
rigging, heavy duty A frame. Ring Phil, will swap. 
(03) 720 1631 min . rat. III $190.00 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Cohen CB 200 , purple -white tips with prone and 
upright harness, perfect condition, ring Hank. 
(02) 622 9082 (ah) min. rat. nil $250.00 (ono) 

CB 200 , hang and prone harnesses, perfectly 
trimmed, black and purple with bag, ring Dale. 
(047) 394 346 min. rat. nil $200.00 

Nova , phone Phil Wright. 
(02) 552 434 (bh) min. rat. II $500.00 

Super 2, good con dition , spare lead ing edge and 
A frame tubes. 
(044) 48 7511 min. rat. nil $200.00 

Wanted large kite, Maxi or similar for 
intermediate 14 st. pilot . Also o ld d isused 
hang g lider for spare parts to make new sail. 
phone John Thirlwall, (02) 419 4013 

Summer prone harness, brand new, p hone phil 
(03) 720 1631 (ah) $40.00 



Summary 
Expenditure during 1980 has been minimal as most 
of the year, the Association has been working 
without a Secretary. 

1981 should gain some momentum and postage, 
telephones etc. are expected to rise commensurate 
with increased activity. 

Also, the Association is going to prepare a Budget 
in November, for 1981 and will be endeavouring to 
work to this Budget. 

As I did last year, I .will sign off for 1980, 
wishing every member, and every prospective 
member, safe flying during 1981. 

6th October, 1980 

B.P. Cowper - Treasurer 

QUEENSLAND HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION 

STATEMENT OF INCOME & OUTGOINGS FOR 1980 

PREPARED 6.10 . 80 

RECEIPTS 

Membership fees 
IntereSt on bank account 
Tee shirts 
Fly-a-thons 
Students insurance 
Miscellaneous 

OUTGOINGS 

TAGHA - Membership 
fees 

- Insurance 

Dishonoured cheque 
Tee shirts 
Fly-a-thons 
Telephones 
Postage 
Stationery 
Private mail box 
Photocopying 
1980 Convention 

October 
Subscriptions to 

magazines for 
library 

Miscellaneous 

1,305.00 
1,042.00 

2,347 . 00 

25 . 00 
291. 80 
816.00 
150.00 
328.60 
113.00 
45.00 
75.00 

600.00 

18.47 

60.00 , 

EXCESS INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE 

(Note 2) 
(Note 3) 
(Note 1) 

(Note 4) 

(Note 6) 

(Note 5) 

4,364.00 
46.60 
54.00 

785.00 
5.00 

33.00 

$5,287.60 

4,869.87 

$417 . 73 
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NOBBY NOTES 
The Chris M ,~Donald Story 

Chris McDonald recently visited the Nobby Club 
with three other flyers - Doug Floyd, John 
Hagman, and Greg Ray from the Newcastle Hang 
Gliding Club whilst on their way to Eungella. 
Everybody that met and flew with these flyers 
soon came to realize their high standard of 
flying and their dedication to the sport. 

During Chris' stay with the Nobby Club he flew 
his new prototype rigid-batten glider which will 
no doubt be a winner when he releases it on to 
the market. I would like to say on behalf of the 
members of the Nobby Club that Chris McDonald 
would have to be one of the top flyers in 
Australia. While he was in Yeepoon, he flew 46 km 
off a 300 ft hill over rain forest. He was 
eventually forced to land due to the rugged 
terrain and lack of any sort of landing areas. 
Also, while he was flying at Eungella, he 
constantly flew to Finch Hatton some 15 km from 
t~e-off . On one occasion, he flew to the town 
called the Pinnacle which is 24 kID but, unfort
unately, he landed 3 km short of the cross 
country record (which was set last year by a 
Western Australian flyer in a bowspirit, 
Jabbawocky) . 

It is flights like these for which Chris 
McDonald should be congratulated. No-one else 
could keep up with his pace of flying at the 
time. It is a pity he couldn't stay for the 
competition as we feel he would have done 
extremely well. On a closing note, the N.A.S.S.A. 
Club members would like to say that these four 
flyers are more than welcome to visit and stay 
with us at any time. We feel it was a pleasure 
to be the hosts to these great ambassadors for 
the Newcastle Hang Gliding Club and to the sport 
of hang gliding as a whole. 

Looking forward to seeing you all again. 

Graham Pukal lus, on behalf of the 
Nobby Area Sky Surfing Associa.tion. 

From left to right -Peter Rayfield, Collin Hooker, 
Doc Hannah, Joh n Hayman, Dodey Floyd, Chris McDonalo 
Greg Ray, Paul McNabb, Dave Oxley, Graham Pukallus. 



NSW NEWS .... NSW NEWS ... 

NSWHGA REPORT OF ACTIVITIES-OCTOBER 

Helmet Survey 

NSWHGA is continuing its su~vey of the types and 
quali ty of helmets generally used by hang glider 
pilots. If you have not been approached and feel 
you have something to contribute which may be of 
assistance to other fliers purchasing a helmet 
please contact Rod Stevens, Safety Co-ordinator, 
Bruce White, State Co-ordinator or NSWHGA at the 
usual address. 

Skills Survey 

Val Wallington, Treasurer, has suggested that it 
would be useful for NSWHGA to have a list of 
members skills which could be drawn on when 
necessary, for example, legal or accounting skills 
and skills which may be of use in site improvements, 
amongst others. If you feel that your particular 
skills may be of assistance to NSWHGA, either now 
or in the future, please write and tell us. 

Sport and the Law 

Bruce White, State Co-ordinator, attended a seminar 
on Sport and the Law at the University of New 
South Wales. The seminar was mainly oriented 
towards professional sports but there was also 
some useful information for amateur sports. The 
Minister for Sport and Recreation informed the 
meeting that the Department was investigating ways 
in which sporting bodies could be incorporated 
more easily; a matter which is presently under 
investigation by TAGHA. There was also some 
discussion regarding the inclusion of hang gliding 
in the various sporting personal accident insurance 
schemes currently under discussion. 

President's Report 

Martyn Yeoma·ns has reported that the Bulletin 
magazine is currently preparing an article on 
hang-gliding and Australia's successes in overseas 
competitions for publication in a future issue. 

The Introduction to Hang Gliding,written by Martyn 
Yeomans, is now ready for printing and should be 
available for distribution in the near future. 
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Nominations for the 1981 Executive 

Only one nomination has been received for Executive 
positions for 1981, advertised in a recent issue 
of Skysailor. This nomination was for President

Greg Tanne~who was elected unopposed. The other 
Executive positions will be filled at the Annual 
General Meeting on Friday, 6th February, 1981 
from nominations from the floor of the meeting. 

These positions include:-

Secretary 
Treasurer 
Safety Co-Ordinator 
Training Co-Ordinator 
Airwaves Editor 
Competitions Co-Ordinator 

Bruce White will be continuing as State Co
ordinator . 

A new position of Membership Secretary has been 
created for which one nomination has so far been 
received. This will not be a voting position on 
the Executive. However, the Membership Secretary 
will receive $1.00 for every membership processed. 

Films 

NS,·7HGA · has joined the NSW State Film Library. 
Some of the films available from the Library have 
already been shown at NSWHGA seminars. If any 
local clubs are interested in borrowing films, 
(for example, on gliding or hang-gliding) could 
they please contact the Secretary, Greg Tanner 
who will make the appropriate arrangements. Films 
may be borrowed for up to one week. Use of a 
projector may also be arranged. 

Training 

The Training Co-Ordinator, Paul Hough, reported 
that he would like to make a number of training 
films for use by NSWHGA and local clubs. He 
agreed to inVestigate the matter further and to 
report back to the next .meeting of the Executive. 



NSW NEWS ... . NSW NEWS ... 

Government Grants 

NSWHGA has applied for NSW Government grants, 
available from the Department of Sport and 
Recreation to cover the conduct of the 1981 State 
Competition and to cover administrative/secretarial 
assistance. All Government grants must be matched 
equally by NSWHGA. Applications have now closed 
for grants for 1981. However, if any members or 
local clubs have any ideas for future projects 
these will be considered amongst NSWHGA applic
ations for Government assistance in 1981 for 
1982. Please contact the Secretary, Greg Tanner . 

Seminars 

Don't forget the seminars , organised by NSWHGA, 
which are currently being held monthly. Any 
suggestions for future speakers , or topics for 
discussion, will be gratefully received. 

Airwaves 

Ai rwaves (in Skysai l or) is l ooking a bit sick 
lately. We cannot print a magazine if there 
haven't been any contributions. How about lots 
of contributions for a bumper December (CHRISTMAS) 
issue. Keep them rolling in. 

Safe Soaring ... 

Olga White 

NSWHGA SEMINAR REPORT - NOVEMBER 

NSWHGA he ld another seminar on Friday, 7th 
November , 1980 , which was again attended by about 
thirty me mbe r s and friends. The meeting was to 
have been addressed by Brian Fimme l, kite manu
facturer, wh o unfortunately was unable to attend. 
He has been snowed under by orders for h is new 
kites . The alternative speaker , Paul van Hof£, 
who has recently returned from competing overseas 
was also unable t o attend. However , he did 
provide a film which was shown instead. 

The seminar on ' Kite Aerodynamics ' turned i nto a 
film and d i scussion night. The first film to be 
shown was a gl i ding film. It came complete with 
a high l y p itched ce l estial madrigal choir . 
Interesting - b ut I think I'll give it a miss 
next t ime . The second film, provided bj Paul van 
Hoff, dealt with 'John McNee l y and his red tailed 
~awk '. The film included sequ ences of John McNeely, 
a naturalist, teaching his hawk to fly with a 
hang glider and some magnificant sequences of the 
two of them flying from Grandfather Mountain. 
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'g .... NSW NEWS .... NSW ~ 

Pe ter Brown in Retrospect 

Some rushes of a new film, 'Hang Gliding As An 
Alternative Sport ' , were brought along to the 
meeting by Mike Middleton . The rushes included 
some sequences of the late Peter Brown , flying 
at Seal Rocks . Peter, one of Australias' truely 
great fliers, wil l be sorely missed both in 
Australia and overseas . He has flown at many 
sites and performed magnificantly in many local 
and overseas competitions. Peter Brown was a 
resident at Pacific Palms where much of his flying 
was done . He was a l so a frequent v i sitor to 
Sydney sites . One of his most recent successes 
was in the United States Masters 
competition i n which he p l aced second to Steve 
Moyes. Deepest sympathies are extended to Peter ' s 
relatives and friends by the NSWHGA Executive on 
behalf of a ll NSW fliers who knev. and respected 
him both in the air and on the grour~. 

The evening concluded with some slides brought 
along by Arnold Armour , of some little known 
flying sites in southern New South Wa l es , the 
south of Western Australia and in the Great 
Australian Bite (tha~ is, little known to most 
regular Sydney fliers). 

At the conclusion of the fi~m and s lide viewing 
refreshments wer e served to lubricate further 
discussion amongst parti c i pants. The meeting 
officially concluded at about 1 0. 30p . m. . However , 
some fliers went off to Bondi in search of the 
magic mushrooms seem in the film brought along 
by Mike Middleton . Another seminar will be held 
on Friday , 12th December , 1980 . Don ' t forget to 
nute it in your ' diary of events which I must 
definite l y attend: 

Safe Soaring ... 

Olga White 

Training 
Hang .Gliding Lessons 

Learn with the one and only 
*****INTER-GALACTIC HANG GLIDING 

SCHOOL ******* 

Rin g Paul Hough 411 5307 
lain Brown 546 327C 



~.JI PGIII. ~ QIiJw; &tis. 

STANWELL REPORT 

C/O Stan.well Park Po.t Qjfie. 2509 

b y: Kieran Tapsell, Secretar'i 
Stanwel l Park H.G.C. 

For some time now the.-e have l::2en ::onstant rum
ours about an international hang gliding compet
ition at Stanwell in February or March next year. 
The rumours of a possibility of such a compet
ition are quite correct. The Illawarra Tourist 
Association had sought the cooperation of the 
Club in organising a competition around the time 
of the Lawrence Hargrave Centenary. A fair 
amount of preliminary work went into it, includ
ing a guided tour of the Illawarra take-off sites 
for a busload of bureaucrats, police and members 
of the Tourist Association. Wollongong T.V. 
continued to make announcements about the compet
ition, a Member of Parliament sought to have a 
stamp designed to cover it, and everyone was very 
eager to get into the act. Except unfortunately 
sponsors. So we have to announce that there will 
be no international competition next year. 

The Illawarra Tourist Association is not daunted 
by this temporary set back, and they are now 
planning to hold a competition in early 1982. 
They hope to hold a competition every few years 
if the first one turns out to be successful. The 
only difficulty at the moment is sponsorship, so 
if anyone has a rich uncle who is a company 
director wanting to spend about $45,000 or part 
thereof on advertising you might like to drop a 
gentle hint into his corporate ear. 

We would like to remind Hang 2 pilots that Stan
well -is a Hang 3 site and strictly speaking only 
Hang 3 pilots may launch from there. However 
safety officers have a discretion in the matter, 
and if conditions are suitable you will be per
mitted to fly, provided of course that the 
officer considers that you are capable of hand
ling everything safely. One of the factors which 
a safety office will take into account is the 
number of kites in the air. On most good weekend 
days, we are getting 50 kites at the site . While 
this may not be a problem when the lift is strong 
and the wind east, it is a different question 
when the wind is more to the south or the lift 
weak. If the lift is weak, there are generally 
more people on the beach, walking in the area of 
the landing area. Consequently on those days, 
please don't be offended if you get a knock back 
from a safety officer. In fact, it would be much 
easier if you simply make the decision yourself 
not to fly on those days. 

We would also make it quite clear that the safety 
officer's discretion will only be exercised for 
those Hang 2 pilots who have clocked up a sub
stantial number of hours since obtaining their 
Hang 2 and whose flying capabilities can be veri
fied by responsibl e p ilots. 
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The Club's working bees on the Hill received some 
assistance last week from a completely unexpected 
source. A sluggish streaker was strolling around 
in the sun , completely unperturbed by the pre
sence of clothed members of the human race. He 

insisted on helping us dig up the sword grass 
that has been spoiling the landing area on the 
east face near the toilet, while discussing the 
more esoteric aspects of flying. Then a tourist 
bus turned up, and this again did not induce him 
to put his pants on. So we Went on working. The 
eyes of the middle-aged matrons popped out as 
they waddled up to the toilets to relieve them
selves. From the realms of the toilet walls we 
could hear some very animated conversation, and 
every now and then a blue rinsed head would 
shoot out from the entrance and return to a hail 
of giggles. Dick Pavet swears he heard one of 
them say, "You know, I've never seen one before". 
We assume she was talking about hang gliders. 
After we had finished our chores, nature boy put 
his pants on and ambled away. We can't always 
promise you bizarre experiences if you corne on 
one of our working bees. 

Don't forget, meetings at my place 19 Stanwell 
Ave, or at Rod Stevens 14 Beach Road on the 1st. 
Sunday of every month. 

NSWHGA CALENDAR 

Seminar: 

Seminar: 

Annual General 
Meeting: 

Films: 

7.30p.m., Friday, 12th December, 
1980 

"Thermalling Techniques " 

The speaker will be Paul Matthews, 
past-president of the Southern 
Cross Gliding Club (at Camden) 
and curren t NSlv Gliding Champi on. 

Light refreshments will be served 
at the conclusion of the meeting. 

7. 30p.m., Friday, 23rd January, 
1981 

Hang Glider Design" 

The speaker will be Ke -~in rH tchell, 
well-known Sydney sail maker. 
His sails can be seen on all 
Ultra-Light kites, currently 
manufactured by Brian Firnrnel. 

Light refreshments will be served, 
as usual, at the conclus ion of 
the meeting. 

7. 30p. m., Friday, 6th February, 
1981 

Nominations will be received for 
all Executive positions, except 
President and State Co-ordinator, 
for the 1981 Executive from the 
floor of the meeting. Corne and 
nominate to continue the good 
work of the present Executive. 

Films on gliding and/or hang 
gliding will be shown at each 
of the above meetings. 



NSW South Coast Flying Sites 

by: Bruce Robinson, N.S.W. 

I am writing this to encourage a revival of fly
ing at Saddleback (Kiama). In fact I'd like to 
see the N.S.W titles held in the Saddleback
Cambewarra area in the next year or two as well, 
because the potential for a contest exceeds 
anywhere else in the state I can think of. 

The north side of Saddleback is at the east end of 
a 10 mile ridge (runs E-W). There are two take
offs, to the east of the summit, from the lower 
(1100 ft) ridge. The trig take-off offers easy 
take-offs and top landings, but its not very 
inspiring because of the shallow slope out in 
front. with some scratching you could get onto 
the "Coorabell-like" ridge to the west. However, 
there is a better alternative in the middle of 
the ridge, about 400m west of the trig, just 
before the road heads up to the summit. Go back 
50m from the Fountaindale Road junction. Follow 
the cow-track in the NW corner of the small top 
paddock down about 30m. You come out into a tiny 
paddock with a good take-off spot in its west 
corner. 

Our only flight here was into a still inversion 
layer, but it wouldn't be difficult to get up 
given a few knots and a few bubbles. The 1800 ft 
summit is right behind too, so you should be able 
to get quite high. 

The farmers at the bottom here seem friendly so 
do the right thing and land away from their 
animals - and watch out for those electric 
fences! 

The south side of Saddleback offers a ridge of 6 
km to Werri Beach.The 1100' take-off is a few 
hundred metres east of the northerly trig take
off, 60 or 70m from the road, to the SE. The place 
looks magic - easy rolling take-off, heaps of top 
landing room, and a big green ridge not chopped 
with gullies like the north side. Like the north 
side, part of the ridge backs onto the summit, so 
good height gains should be possible even in 
ridge lift. If you feel like a thrill, try a take
off from the summit to the SE. Its a nice rolling 
take-off, and probably big enough to top land on 
too. But there is a step out in front 600 ft lower 
down at 5:1 that is studded with big ugly trees. 
I reckon its easily makeable - but want to watch 
somebody else go off first. Actually, going either 
left or right would be OK as there are landing 
fields to save you from any mean sink. 

When you include the east facing 450 ft HZ hill 
right behind Kiama, you've got winds from S to N 
through E covered - and a feasible comp site, if 
the landholders are willing. For a comp, a 
scaffolding ramp over the l~m fence on the North 
summit would be worthwhile. The lookout has been 
widened and would easily accommodate a line of 
kites down the 20m path from the parking/set-up 
area. Let's hope the council thinks its a good 
idea! 

Also a comp could use nearby Bombo point, just 
around from Kiama Harbour, for those NE blowout 
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days. It's only 26m (80 ft) hi ,;' .~ allows 
reasonable height gains as it b: , s onto a 200' 
hillside . There's plenty of se :'- .p -" 'ld take-off 
room, but top landinqs tend t c . d bit rotored -
but it , fun to sit I '~ and W.'. . n someone else 
try ! Another site L' too far ,,"way is Mt. 
Cambewarra, 2250 f + [or wind~ 3 to E with ?OSS

ibili ties of long ,_ .ilwind runs to the m) L th. I 
hear that there is also a 500 ft westerly site 
in Kangaroo Valley (flown?), and that over the 
back runs are possible from Agars Lane, 450 ft, 
E facing, near Berry - although its a " carry up" 
hill (shudder, sweat). 

Mt. Coolangatta, 990 ft NE facing, might be a bit 
tenuous in a comp but would be worth the hassle 
for one event. Just arm the officials with rubber 
truncheons to get everyone set up in flight order 
down the track. The tailwind run here is quite 
good, I understand. 

Between all these sites only a week of gales could 
bomb a compo Cross-country, ridge soaring and 
thermalling events are possible from all of the 
likely wind directions. Saddleback is also ideal 
for height gain events that we haven't had before 
- time taken to get from the 1100 ft take-offs 
to the 1800 ft summit - with top landing for the 
next event. 

A fair bit o£ legwork and smiling will be nec
essary between the farmers and councils (hopefully 
the Wollongong & Nowra guys can contribute), but 
I think that almost all of the sites would be 
procurable for a comp - given that NSWHGA is 
willing to underwrite liabilities like fences and 
littering spectators. 

Overall the area offers more altitude and more 
sites than we've previously had; its also closer 
to Sydney and more accessible to the media for 
coverage. 

But the area has hardly been flown! Come flying 
here to help us assess the real potential for 
a comp - and get some practice in case there is 
one. 

The Editor, 

Paul Van Hof 
56 Thirroul Rd, 
Kanahooka 

Peter Brown died in a tragi c motor bike acc ident on 
23rd October at Santa Barbara, California - where 
he operated a towing school for the last 5 months 
with small breaks for the American competitions 
where Peter proved to be one of the world's best 
pilots, yet he always had lots of time for any 
beginner or advanced pilot that needed help 
bettering his skills if needed. Peter will be 
sadly missed forever by his many true friends and 
everybody who knew him. 

Paul Van Hof 
56 Thirroul Rd, 
Kanahooka 

>: . S . " 2530 



ACT 
Hang gliding 

Association 

CAR TOWING? 

-Due to inexperienced tow pilots dabbling into car 
towing and using an experimental, makeshift tow 
system, a member of our club broke his leg. Just 
using our commonsense and a little knowledge of 
towing, it's obvious to us that the system was 
dangerous. We have been unable to convince the 
inventor. For this reason we would like Skysailor 
to get someone like Bill or steve Moyes to read 
our enclosed report on the system and comment in 
Skysailor. 

We are not out to embarrass the person involved, 
for this reason we don't wish to publish any 
names. However, some comment in Skysailor would 
be apt as club members feel it is very important 
that this person realise the real danger he 
placed himself and the two others in. 

Accident summary - It was the second attempt of 
this Hang 3 pilot, he began to lock out close to 
the ground and released the tow rope before the 
car stoppe~He was unable to regain control 
properly and broke his leg under the "A" frame. 
With the system used, it was necessary for the 
pilot to take one hand off the control bar to 
release, this would have made it difficult to 
control the kite in the lock out. 

A summary of the system used - An Smm cotton rope 
of quoted 200lb breaking strain was tied by a 
normal knot to an oval ring. The ring was about 
2l::!" by ll::!" round and J,," t hick. The rope was tied 
in the middle of the long side of the ring with 
the release opposite. We asked him why he had the 
ring in that position. He said if it was length
wise it got caught on the release. From the 
demonstration we saw, the release was out of the 
pilot's view. It was small and clumsy to operate 
and required the pilot taking his hands off the 
control bar to release the tow rope. The system 
involved towing the pilot and not the glider. Two 
lS" suspension ropes were looped around either 
side of the back webbing loops on the harness. 
They were then pulled together and attached to 
the metal release at the stomach by a cari-bina. 
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Summary of faults that could have contributed to 
a more serious accident -

1. No obs erver or pin man. 
2. Inexperienced driver. 
3. Driver observed the glider in the rear vision 

mirror only. 
4. No release system on the car (rope only tied 

to car). 
5. Towing over ground (especially with a non

proven system). 
6. Release slow and clumsy requiring one hand to 

be taken off the control bar . 



7. Inexperienced tow pilot (at one stage a Hang 
1) . 

8. Braided cotton rope used as tow rope. 
9. No signalling system used or prearranged. 

10. Car has more traction than a boat. 
11. Tow rope passed from harness over the top of 

the control bar to the car. 
12. pilot being towed and not the glider. 
13. Pilot had to control the angle of attack. 
14. In lock out situation, weight shift would be 

difficult if not impossible. (No "V" bridal) . 

1-----_ :.,ee fi,_' . 1. 

Lookin;~ forwa r ,i to re'l .. ~ i r ' ~' r_: cm :- , '; ~Jt ['('Om :!i "":' ! ~'-: l" 
~:r(: l~ ~~":' 1, f ~· .. n '.llor rel:id 0rs. 

MISSING MEMBERS 
10888 P Ebeling 11594 D Varcoe 
12050 C McKay 12806 J Langford 
12866 J Freeman 13944 D Forster 
13997 R Smith 14010 L Morrison 
14014 R Portner 22565 G Hyles 
22609 P Brazil 32476 N Hearn 
32493 W Davies 33019 D Bendel 
33028 T Boyd 43608 K Porter 
43609 M Simons 43626 R Graham 
53183 P Salewski 53243 P Donnelly 
63076 P Wright 

All ~hese members have had at least one SkySailor 
returned to this office marked "Addressee unknown" . 
If you know any of these members let them know that 
we don't know where they are . 
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COMPETITION REPORT 

by : Glenn Woodward, TAHGA Vic, . t~sident 
and Competit ' ' s Co-or.: ] .dtor 

Some members may have r 0ard rumout s of an inter
national competition j , be held in the Stanwell 
Park area in March 1981. The organizers have 
advised me that due to timing and sponsorship 
probl ems it will not happen. 

The competition is now planned for March 1982. It 
is hoped to have $20,000 prize money. It will be 
an international teams event with each country 
sending 6 pilots, including Australia . 

If you are interested in getting i nto it, enter 
any competitions (local, state, national) that 
you can as these will be basis for team selection. 

The events will include cross- country, towing, 
freestyle, and ridge-soaring tasks, so it should 
be some competion! 

More news as it happens. 

THE MT. BUFFALO CONTEST- IS NOT A FLY IN 

The so-called Buffalo fly-in has attracted lots of 
interest. So much, in fact, that the organisers 
are getting a little worried. You see , it's not 
an open invitation for first timers' to have a 
crack at some premier thermalling . It is an inter
national c lass contest (with prizes) for exper
ienced thermal pilots. The last thing the organ
isers want is hoards of hopefuls crowding out the 
take-off . 

As you should know, applications closed on 
October 31. So if your application was not in by 
then, forget it. This rule will only be bent in 
cases where people were overseas, or for some 
other reason were unable to get their applic
ations in. Believe me, your excuse will have to 
be a good one. 

SKYSORING INDUSTRIES 
P.O.BOX 103 THIRROUl 
(042) 67 1794 

Hummingbird D variometers 

GPA Moulded Helmets, 5 sizes, 

Peter South 

$170 . 00 

White, Blue, Orange....... ... $54 . 00 

Thommen 2000- 26 Altimeters ........ $115.00 

Hall Windmeters with brackets ..... $2 3.00 

Advanced Air Sports Kevlar lined 
parachutes , 20 lines, 20 ' canopy , 
1 oz cloth , V tabs, weighs 4 lbs 
Wear it every flight -it ' s so 

compact .. ... $380.00 

Steve Kennard ph. (042) 671 794 



letters to the editor 
what price is set on hang gliders and can it be 
justified? 

Is there some form of standard upon which a kite 
can be measured? For example , in the September 
issue of 'Skysailor ' three kites were advertised. 
Advertisement No.1; fly Mega and step off into a 
new dimension. Advertisement No . 2; the S.S.G. 
Orion with its state of the Art Form supercedes 
present production kites. Adverti sement No . 3; the 
Bandi t, whi ch is a new generation glider . Taking 
all this into conside ration which k ite do I buy? 

The Mega admittedly, has a proven record in 
conpetitions, but would it carry such a record if 
the brilliant pilots such as Steve Moyes, Peter 
Brown, not to mention the Duncan Brothers, all 
chose to fly another brand of kite. 

Would it be feasible for a responsible panel of 
approximately five unbiased pilots of either H4 or 
HS to test and give a consumer report containing 
"in the panel's opinion" e ach kites value for 
money, manufacturers' avai l ability of service , etc . 
This type of information would be valued by all 
pilots in my situation, i . e. full time student 
receiving substantially l ess money than social 
security, we can't afford to let the monopolised 
market or market which is turning into a monopoly 
deplete us of our monetary resources without good 
reason. 

If the manufacture r s or any pilot who flys the 
kites mentioned or any other kite which he thinks 
is worth mentioning sends their own report to 
' Skysailor' other pilots along with myself will 
benefit. 

Dear Paul, 

Hanging in Suspense 

Paul Wieland 
N.S.W . 

Funny you should ask. I recently asked a couple of 
manufacturers to do a product guide of moderate 
objectivity. Their response has been lukewarm so 
far , but I ' ll keep trying. 

I agree with you. with all the propaganda flying 
about at the moment it's getting difficult indeed 
to make a decision . I will publ ish any sky tests I 
receive, so long as the author maintains a 
reasonabl e facts -to- rave ratio. In the meantime 
I will see what I can do for December. 

MOYES~ 
TERRI'EORY 

MAXI S.P. 

MAXI STINGER MK 111. 

MEGA MKl1 . 

MEGA MAJOR . 

SPARES - TUBE. WIRE . BOLTS . ETC. 

REPAIRS . 

VARIOMETERS a ALTIMETERS. 

AIRSPEED INDICATORS 

Peter. 

-1i~dir1lIU LL 
1~I (Altnl~ GlbllOlltnl(@i IWJPPlllEI 
39 MCKEAN ST . BOX HILL~MELBOURNE . VIC . 3128. 

( 03-89 -4163 A/H. 
" /' 
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SUNCOAST HANG GLIDERS 
Stan Roy, ms.12071 Chevallum Road, 

Palmwoods 4555 phone 071- 459185 
A PROFESSIONAL HANG GLIDING BUSINESS OFFERING A COMPLETE RANGE OF SERVICES 
- LEARNER SCHOOL - REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES - A COMPLETE RANGE OF ACCESSORIES -
TRADE-IN GOOD USED GLIDERS ON NEW, ALL BRANDS. 

BACK-UP PARACHUTES WINDHAVEN (Aust. Distributor) 

W1 A New Ultra-Light Th in Pack for Pilots up to 12 stone 

W2 24 ft. TSO'd 20 Line Canopy 
W3 26 ft. TSO'd 22 Line Canopy 

All with Easy - to - Grab Loop Handle on Throwaway Bag. 

VARIOS 
HUMMINGBIRD D Model with Adjustabl e Sink Alarm 

....... $298.00 

....... $340.00 

....... $350.00 

....... $170.00 

COLVER New 5XC Model, Lightweight, Streamlined with * Superb Sensit ivity * Audio 2 way Switch, Up - Down, 

Up only * Dual Range * Complete Volume COf!trol * Two Internal Battery Packs (penlight) with 2-way Switch . 

BALL 620 H Small Compact Performer 

ALTIMETERS THOMMEN 2000 20 ft . Increments 
Wrist Strap 

3 Needle Aircraft Type Available Soon. 

.. .. ... $220.00 

....... $270.00 

....... $115.00 

....... $ 6.00 

HELMETS Have some REAL Protection with a Helmet with 15mm Styrene Shock Absorbing Foam, plus Comfort 

Foam, Cut - away Ear Clearance, Pass USA DOT Z90 LEAF Large and Medium, Black and White only 
(Aust . Distributor) $40.00 

WINDHAVEN Small and Medium, Colours (Aust. Distributor) ....... $45.00 

Dont Risk becoming a Vegetable in a Crude and Deadly Helemet. 

SUNCOAST HARNESSES: All models made using high strength CORDURA cloth and high density close-cell foam, seat

belt and 1" parachute webbing, thick shoulder pads, 1" webbing buckle - adjusting kick bar with stirrups. 

STANDARD MODEL, 4 main suspension 

RUN-THROUGH MODEL, 4 main suspension 

MIDI MODEL, knee length long apron 

add-on cocoon boot 

ONE PIECE COCOON MOC'ELS 

with standard mains suspension 

with run-through mains suspension 

BUCKLE-ADJUSTED leg straps 

(optional on all models). 

HALL AIRSPEED INDICATORS, 

$75.00 

$80.00 

$85.00 

$40.00 

$100.00 

$110.00 

$8.00 extra 

$20.00 (with Bracket $6.00 extra.) 



Hang glider manufacturers & design specialists 

11 WOODFIELD AVE. BUNDEENA 
N.S.W 2230 AUSTRALIA TEL. (02)523·5918 

160 
A TRUE ADVANCE IN ALL ROUND PERFORMANCE 

FOR IT'S FIRST TASTE OF COMPETITION AND ONLY ONE OF IT'S TYPE ENTERED ,__ I 

PAUL MURDOCH FLEW HIS WEDGE 160 TO TAKE FIRST PLACE IN THE RECENT 

BRITISH OPEN 

With a 6·5 -1 aspect ratio and a 40X double surface, the Wedge 160 is consistontly 

out-flying the bigge'r :!ouble sL' rface gld\~rs, 

RING BRIAN FIMMELL AND ARRANGE A TEST FLY (02) 523'5918 

ULTRA LIGHT FLIGHT 
SYSTEMS 

** This glider is currently undergoing certification under 
the strict European standards. 

PRINTED BY THE STAFF AT PRINTMAIL 75 ARCHER STREET CHATSWOOD 


